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[W] Said to him R. Tarfon, “May I bury my sons, if 
I personally did not see Simeon, my mother’s 
brother, who was lame in one of his legs, and 
yet he was standing in the courtyard with his 
trumpet in his hand, and he was sounding it!” 


[X] Said to him R. Aqiba, “Now is it possible that 
you saw him only at the time of the communal 
gathering (cf. Deut. 31:12)? 


[Y] “But I was stating the rule as it applies in the 
time of an offering [at which point the priests 
who blow the trumpet must be unblemished].” 


[Z] Said to him R. Tarfon, “May I bury my sons if 
you have erred, either to the right hand or to the 
left. I was the one who saw the act but could not 
explain it. But you explained the tradition and 
made it match the tradition [of what was 
actually done]. Lo, whoever leaves you leaves 
his own life.” 


“And the priest who is anointed [and consecrated as priest in his 
father’s place] shall make atonement [wearing the holy linen 
garments]” (Lev. 16:32). 


Why does Scripture say so? 
For the entire pericope is stated with regard to Aaron. 


And how do I know that the law applies to another who may be 
appointed [who was not the son of the preceding high priest]? 


Scripture states, “And the priest shall make atonement.” 


I know only that the Scripture thus speaks of a priest anointed with 
anointing oil. How do I know that the priest dedicated by many 
garments [also carries on the same rite]? 


Scripture for that reason finds it necessary to specify, “consecrated as 
priest in his father’s place....” 


How do I know that I should include a priest who is appointed? 
Scripture says, “And the priest shall atone....” 


[J] With what is he [who was not the son] appointed? 


